°

yton
aﬁtyNeWS

nded.in 1898 by James M. Cox

ranklin, Publisher
luce, Editor

elcher, Edito’rial Page
or

Sidlo, Managing Editor

buit
orials

5|gned opinions on this
hbeled “Our View”) are
Iws of the Dayton Daily
ditorial board. The board
s Publisher Doug Franklin;
{eff-Bruce; Editorial Page
Fllen Belcher and editorial
Martin Gottlieb and Eddie
he editorials are unsigned
e the opinions are written
pratively and are not the

bf just the author.

«..

ns
| commentaries are the-
ih of the author. Our
fists.include editorial
imembers, writers from
flewspapers, national and
ikperts and people involved
fluses and controversies.

lbrs to the editor
opinions are the views of
. tn.order to publish as
lletters as possible, letters
je edited.

Ik up

submissions are shorter
letter to the editor and are
ruted anonymously.

ce

llaletter

2 your full name and a

lle telephone number. Try
ip your submissions to 200
ijor fewer. ‘

$to the Edltor :

187
i, OH 45401-1287

k7) 2257302
r@DaytonDailyNews. com
flachments, please.)
;L'ribute

peak up

163-4636; press Code 1.
iin@DaytonDailyNews.com

itous .
1252289

IS

ssions of serious issues,
| as lighter topics such as

# and dining.
#iDailyNews.com/blogs

jage boards -

iur views and read posts
ithers.
HDailyNews.com/boards

\

A14 l Sunday, July 16, 2006

OUR VIEW

Cutting

Mentors can
help kids get
needed help

Early next year a new $50 -
million juvenile court complex
will open in downtown Dayton.
There will be space to lock up
144 juveniles, and if last year is
a good guide, more than 7,500
cases will be handled there in
the first year,

Juvenile crime is decreas-
ing nationally, a positive trend
that is playing out locally, too.
In 1995, there were 8,732 new

_ charges brought against chil-

dren. The number climbed to
more thran 9,000 in 1998 and .
again in 1999, but has since fall-
en to 7,595 last year. The drop
is across the board, for almost -
all crimes, including the most
violent offenses.

People say they don’t sense
the decline, and part of the .
explanation may be that high-
profile cases stick with you.

Kids who kill? Who can imag-
ine?

Those who work with
juvenile offenders are heartened
by the statistics. But they’re
also overwhelmed by the
severity of many of the kids’

- problems. Repeat and serious

offenders have drug and alcohol
addictions, mental and learning
disabilities. They often have -
been sexually or physmally
abused. .

Thenew court building,
adjacent to the jail on Second

- Street, is designed to better

serve children and their families
by concentrating services in one
place. But it’s sow — not where
— offenders are treated that
matters most.

Four years ago, Montgomery
County and nine other commu-
nities each won $250,000 grants

-from the Robert Wood Johnson

Foundation, which were to be
used to try different or intensive
approaches to helping young
offenders, especially those who
hadn’t gotten too deeply into
trouble. The grants could be

.renewed for up to five years.

Initially, Montgomery Coun-
ty received poor grades from
the foundation’s evaluators. But
going into the last year of the
program, there’s a sense that

" things finally are coming togeth—

er.

Lots of energy is being put
into finding mentors for chil-
dren who have not totally lost

SURVEY ON

JUVENILE CRIME

were responsible
for spending local
tax dollars to
lower the juvenile
crime rate in
Montgomery
Cotinty, where
would you spend
funds? :

Source: Survey by Strategic Visioning, Inc.

their way. Among the goals for
the mentors is to make sure the
kids follow up with treatment.
If no one is making sure a
child participates in support
groups, attends counseling ses-
sions and takes his medicine,
the court’s authority is being

"wasted, and so is a chance at.

saving a child. Probation officers
can’t be everywhere, everyday.
Recruiting mentors for kids
or “natural helpers,” as the
court calls them — is a struggle.
Why that’s so was driven home

=’ Do you thmk
taxpayer dollars should be
spent to offer treatment to
young people who have drug

or alcohol problems while -

they are in the juvenile
justice system?

DON'T KNOW

in a recent public opinion sur-
vey about juvenile crime.
There’s tremendous sup-

port for getting young offenders.

treatment. But successful treat-

~ ment depends on adults taking

an ongoing interest in the child,
following his progress,

Yet, people say they are most
likely to only volunteer to help
troubled children from their
neighborhood. They're most
willing to help if they’re asked

by a relative, friend or religious
figure.

juvenile crime takes adults

The much-delayed Montgomery County
Juvenile Justice Center is scheduled to open
in April, 2007. The $50-million complex will
include a 144-bed detention facility as well as
courtrooms and offices. These are questions

STRONGLY
4% AGREE

The push is:on to have cler-
gy make appeals for volunteers
to help at the court, and also
to find out from the kids them-
selves — soon after they are
arrested — who's important to
them. .

Even if just 500 of the young
people had mentors, that’s a
huge group to screen, train and
watch over. That challenge can’t
be underestimated.

Still, with so many people say-
ing that they believe children
in trouble with the law deserve

+
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from a public opinion survey of 400
Montgomery County voters that was conducted
earlier this year. The poll's margin of error |s )
-plus or minus 5 percent. :
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SOCIAL
PROGRAMS

3%

DON’T KNOW

4%

currently acting as -
a volunteer?

| REFUSED

1%
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treatment, it would be helpful if
more stepped in to help the kids
get that assistance andtobea
positive presence for them. .

“What you cando
To volunteer to be a
juvenile court mentor, -
“call Charlotte McGuire at - - -
496-6884. E-mail herat
"+ mcguirec@mcohio.org.




